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In the months since the last GRA 
newsletter, food scarcity and 
shortage, remain critical problems 
in Kenya - especially in rural areas - 
including the communities where 
GRA's development projects are 
located. 
 
 GRA continues our feeding 
programmes and community farm 
project, although we have had to 
overcome multiple challenges. For 
example, we have had to source 
food outside the area due to lack of 
basic staple foods such as maize 
and corn in the villages.  
We have titled this newsletter 
ôGRA2009éConquering Challenges at 
Home, in Kenya, and around the 
World....õ 
 
In March õ09, Andy Butler took on 
a challenge of a lifetime when he 
trekked to the Base Camp of Mt. 
Everest, Nepal and raised funds for 
GRA (see page 2). 
 
In May and June ô09, The Kiukini 
Community overcame numerous 
challenges with the sponsorship 
GRA provided to repair and 
renovate Kiukuni Primary School, 
Kenya (see page 3). 
 
 
 

GRA2009éConquering 
Challenges at Home, in 
Kenya, and around the 

World....õ 

 
In June õ09, a GRA team participated 
in the Dublin M ini Marathon (see 
page 2). 
 
GRA is deploying the funds raised by 
the Andy Butler and the Mini 
Marathon Participants to maintain 
our projects and to expand our Third 
Level Education Fund.  
 
GRA will sponsor young Kenyan 
girls to commence and complete 
degrees in University, starting in 
September 2009. The students will 
begin after an application and 
selection process, which is currently 
underway.  
 
GRA is founded on the belief that, 
access and dedication to education 
can change peoplesõ lives, and help 
people achieve their life goals. We 
continue to invest in the education of 
disadvantaged students in Kenya 
and we are very proud of all students 
in our Scholarship Programme.  
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GRA Update 
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Summary of GRA Projects 
 

- Well/ Borehole 

- Internally displaced persons 
support fund 

- Community farm  

- Primary school feeding 
programmes 

- New pupils sponsored in 
secondary school started in 
Jan 2009 

- Employment of a teacher  

- Employment of a community 
nurse in a Mombassa Slum 

 
      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 
www.gracharity.com 
 
   
 
 
 

Utaati Primary School     
GRA Feeding Programme 

 

 

 
Grainne Crowley, Aoife Garry, Brenda Dalton, Ali 

Murray, Donna Walsh 

http://www.gracharity.com/
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 On June 1
st
, an enthusiastic GRA Team took part in and conquered  

The Dublin Mini Marathon. Well Done to all from GRA!! 

   

aȅ CƭƻǊŀ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛ aŀǊŀǘƘƻƴ ŦƻǊ Dw! ƻƴ м WǳƴŜ нллф 
άWhat a dayΧin every respectΧprobably one of the hottest days we have seen in a 
couple of years, over forty thousand women - young and old-  on the streets of Dublin; 
running, jogging, walking, crawling andΤΧ all of us united for some of the best causes 
out there.  
I was one of the GRA Mini Marathon teamΧ one of ten fit female athletes on the start 
lineΧand one of ten proud participants at the finish lineΧ. Some surprised us and ran 
their socks off around the roads of South Dublin. Each of us did our young charity very 
proud. 

   The Flora Mini Marathon is an inspiring day. The feel good factor is immeasurable!  
   It reminds us of the unfaltering goodness of people and just shows how when we girls                  
get together we are sure to cause a stir! I will most definitely be back next year and I 

have   no doubt that the GRA contingent will be bigger, better and fitter than ever!ò 
       - Donna Walsh  (a.k.a. Mini Marathon participant number 16575) 

 

In 2009, GRA has 
been focusing on 
smaller events and 
contributions ... but 
with increased 
commitment and 
passion. 

 
 
In March 2009, Andy Butler from Myshall, Co.Carlow, trekked in Nepal- a great 
adventure to Everest Base Camp. His group took the more challenging, Gokyo 
Lakes/Peak route and crossed the Cho-la pass down into the traditional Everest 
Base Camp route. The Base Camp is at almost 19,000 feet which is a long way 
from Andyõs local, Mount Leinster at 2610ft. 
 
In addition to this personal triumph, Andy raised almost û2000 for GRA - which 
is greatly appreciated. We are very grateful to Andy for supporting GRA. Thank 
you and Well Done !! 
 
 
    

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 
Andy with Everest in the background 
from Kala Patthar, the highest viewing 
point before Everest Base Camp 

 

 

               
GRA thanks and congratulations Andrew Butler (on his trek to the Base 
Camp of Mt. Everest); Donna Walsh, Caoimhe McWeeney, Laura Brett, 
Deirdre Gallagher, Aoife Garry, Brenda Dalton, Ali Murray, Grainne 
Crowley (Mini Marathon). And GRA sends a special thanks to Mr. and Mrs. 
Tony Ryan for their generous donation and Ian Bolton (Colours) for 
generously donating the T-Shirts for the Mini-Marathon. 
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Re-roofing in Kiukini  Primary School 

 
New roof 

 
Repaired classroom in Kiukini 

 
Cementing the classroom 

 
Work-camp collecting water 

 
The View from Kiukini 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Volunteer in Kenya - Contribute to local community development. 
Have an adventure and make a difference !!! 

See www.mafanikio.com for more info. 
  GRA Newsletter Volume 4, July 2009, Mini Marathon Report, www.g racharity.com  

 

In May and June, GRA and our partner, Mafanikio Community Based Organisation, undertook the 
urgent project of repairing and renovating two classrooms in Kiukuni Primary School, located in Okia 
division, Makueni district, Eastern Province of Kenya. The 200+ students in Kiukini School are 
recipients in the GRA Feeding Programme. It is a very dry area and we continue to struggle with finding 
long-term sustainable water solutions. The primary school had been badly damaged earlier in the year and 
two classroomsõ roofs had been blown off, making learning conditions dangerous and simply, 
unbearable. 
 
Therefore, after consultation with the community, GRA sponsored the repair of the roofs and the 
classroom structures, which began in May. In June, the Mafanikio work camp with 9 participants (4 from 
Ireland and 5 from Kenya) joined the community to complete the classrooms. The work included; 
cementing of the classroom (which involved fetching stones, water and sand); painting the classes inside 
and outside and; decorating the classes with pictures, alphabets and numbers murals. The volunteers also 
took on teaching the children, which has drastically improved the childrenõs self esteem, confidence and 
command of the English language. 
 
Pictures tell the storyébuilding with little wateréworking as a teamé 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPERATION: REPAIR AND RENOVATE. 

    LOCATION: KIUKUNI PRIMARY SCHOOL, KENYA. 

M ISSION: ACCOMPLISHED.  

   (BUT ALWAYS MORE TO DO!) 

 


